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RESOLUTION #11-01-05
Support Tribal Representation to the Veterans Integrated Service
Network (VISN) 20 Advisory Council

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization
under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon,
Washington and Idaho on health related issues; and

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns
of Indian people; and

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its
member tribes; and

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Service and Veterans Administration entered into a 2006
Memorandum of Understanding committing the two agencies to work in partnership to improve
services to American Indian and Alaska Natives (Al/AN) veterans; and

WHEREAS, Veterans Integrated Service Network 20 (VISN 20) has established an Advisory
Council to provide recommendations to the VISN 20 Director; and

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board requested a tribal representative
be appointed to the VISN 20 Advisory Council and this request was honored. The VISN 20
Advisory Council has met and the NW tribal representative participated, but due to lack of
information on meetings and cancelled meetings, very few council meetings occurred; and

WHEREAS, there are often redundancies in treatment and other challenges when Al/AN
veterans obtain health services at an IHS or VA facility, for which American Indian veterans have
advocated to resolve with the IHS and VHA. These issues cause an undue burden and are a
barrier when AI/AN veterans seek health services and cause unnecessary costs to both the IHS
and VA,

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB sent a letter in September 2010 to the VISN 20 Executive Director
requesting that the Advisory Council resume and that the NW tribal representative remain on
the council, though did not receive a response.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board
recommend that VISN 20 continue to conduct regular VISN 20 Advisory Council meetings and
continue to have a tribal representative participate on the Advisory Council.



CERTIFICATION

NO. 11-01-05

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted at the regular session of the

Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board. A quorum being

established; 32 for, 0 against, 0 abstain on
October 21, 2010.
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